The Art of Warfare

(Part 1 – Go Back Home)
Deuteronomy 20: 1 – 8

Scripture Reading: “1 When you go to war against your enemies and see horses and chariots and an army greater than yours, do not be afraid of them, because the LORD your God, who brought you up out of Egypt, will be with you. 2 When you are about to go into battle, the priest shall come forward and address the army. 3 He shall say: "Hear, O Israel, today you are going into battle against your enemies. Do not be fainthearted or afraid; do not be terrified or give way to panic before them. 4 For the LORD your God is the one who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies to give you victory." 

 5 The officers shall say to the army: "Has anyone built a new house and not dedicated it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else may dedicate it. 6 Has anyone planted a vineyard and not begun to enjoy it? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else enjoy it. 7 Has anyone become pledged to a woman and not married her? Let him go home, or he may die in battle and someone else marry her." 8 Then the officers shall add, "Is any man afraid or fainthearted? Let him go home so that his brothers will not become disheartened too."”
Intro:

Let me start out by saying that I intend to make this message a 2-Part series.  This first part can be subtitled – ‘Go Back Home’, whilst the second part will be subtitled ‘Be Not Afraid of Them’.
The Art of War is attributed to Sun Tzu, (pronounced: Sunzi).  It presents a philosophy of war for managing conflicts and winning battles.  The phrase was further made popular by the film, The Art of War, which was produced in Year 2000 and starred Wesley Snipes.
But Saints of God, today, I want you to realise that the Bible also presents to us, ‘The Art of War’ and the passage we read in Deut. 20 is often referred to as the ‘laws concerning warfare’. And there is no denying that the Church is in a war today and it is an ever-increasing warfare as we draw nearer to the end of time.  The Christian life is no bed of roses or a picnic. So many today, paint a glamorous picture of a Christian life but I want you to know today that the spiritual warfare we are in is not for wimps or for the faint-hearted.  The Christian has a tough foe for the Bible says that we are not fighting against flesh and blood. (Ephesians 6: 12).  I want to submit to you today that every child of God has three formidable foes:

· The world or the world’s system. John 17: 14 – “I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.”

· The flesh. Galatians 5: 17 – “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.”

· The Devil. I Peter 5: 8 – “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour”

Friends, the greatest of these foes is the flesh - for Christ has overcome the world for us and He has defeated the Devil and put him under our feet.  Christians are more than conquerors. (Romans 8: 17).  But it is frightening that the flesh may prove difficult to conquer!  Today, I want to focus on the latter part of the passage we read, from verse 4 to 8 and then in the second part of this message, I will conclude with verses 1 to 4.


A close study of this passage reveals that our decision on whether or not to stand for God in the battles of life will depend on what or who is the first love of our lives. The passage shows us that we will only be able to successfully fight life’s warfare if Jesus - the Captain of our salvation, is our first and only love, He must be the One that matters most to us, we must be sold out to Him, and we cannot afford to let anything else become first in our lives!

Verses 4 to 8 of this passage list four things that can very easily become our first love.  We can paraphrase verses 4 to 8 in this manner:
1.If you’ve built a new house and haven’t lived in it – go back home.
2.If you’ve planted a vineyard and haven’t eaten of its fruit – go back home.
3.If your engaged to a young lady and you haven’t married her – go back home. 
4.If you are fearful & fainthearted – go back home.

If you find yourself in one of these positions – then go back home – you’re disqualified – you are exempt from the battle!

Now let me break these down for you:

1. Wealth – You have a new house to live in… “go home.”

(Deut. 20: 5 KJV) And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it.

This class of people represent those who will turn back on the Christian journey because they are constantly in pursuit of wealth!

Example: The rich young ruler who came to Jesus.  Jesus told him to go and sell all that he had and then come and follow Him.  The story concluded that he went away sorrowful for he had great wealth!  Ho was not fit for battle because he made wealth his first love.

2. Work - You have a planted a vineyard you haven’t eaten from… “go home.”
(Deut. 20: 6 KJV) And what man is he that hath planted a vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? let him also go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man eat of it.
This class of people represent those who are constantly too busy working, so much so that they no longer have time for God.

Example – After the resurrection, Peter and the other disciples went back to their first love – fishing.  All the time they were trying to serve the Lord they were saying ‘if this doesn’t work out, we’ve still got our fishing gear’!  So, after Jesus was crucified, though He had resurrected and shown Himself to the disciples, they still were not ready to stake it all for Christ, so they went back to fishing, but they caught nothing all night long, then come morning now, Jesus stood on the bank and asked if they had any meat – they answered ‘no’ and Jesus like He had told them during another episode, told them to cast their net on the other side and now their net was full – this prompted John to realise it was Jesus and he called to Peter – now they all jumped off and ran to the shore to meet Jesus.  When they got to shore they found bread and fish already on the fire – Jesus does not need your fish or bread! (John 21: 1 – 14).  Friends, if you’ve gone back to your first love, Jesus is on the shore of your life with enough of your needs to bring you back to Him. God gives second chances!

3. Women - You are engaged to be married…. “go home.”
(Deut. 20: 7 KJV) And what man is there that hath betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her? let him go and return unto his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man take her.
This represents the class of people that will miss out on heaven because they love people – wife, husband, family, or friends, more than they love God.  They prefer people’s opinion to God’s opinion!  They seek people’s favour rather than God’s!  They respect other more than God.

Example – Samson - He was a Nazarite (chosen by God from birth). He was consecrated to the Lord. He had long hair; which was a sign that he belonged to the God of Israel.  He looked good on the outside. But on the inside something had gone wrong!  He had taken the gates of Gaza (weighed about 2 tons) and carried them 32 miles on his shoulders to Hebron.  What a man of God he was! Yet ONE WICKED WOMAN stole his dedication to the Lord.  First it was a flirtation, (Judges 16) But Delilah after been promised 1,100 pieces of silver, said to Samson, give me your secret. He told her first off that it was being bound with seven green withes.  When that didn’t work he told her it was ‘to be fastened with 7 new ropes’. Then it was ‘if my hair was plaited’.  Notice the number of days that it took before what Samson loved more than God finally conquered him.

4. Worry - You are afraid of the enemy you are outnumbered by… “go home.”
(Deut. 20: 8 KJV) And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say, What man is there that is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren’s heart faint as well as his heart.
This represents those who are too timid or fearful to stand up for God.  The fearful not only harm themselves but discourage other believers who are watching them.
Example – Saul – he was a big man – He stood head and shoulders above the biggest man in Israel. Yet he was afraid of Goliath!  He was a mighty man - handsome and powerful.  He was a man of fame as well – He seemed to have it all.  But it was a small thing that got him.  The second verse of a song sang by women took him down: He rode into town one day and the women began singing; “Saul hath killed his thousands.” And I can see him in his pride as he stands to receive praise - But the second verse of a song got him. The women continued singing; “David hath killed his ten thousands.”  Saul might have said, “Who is David anyway? He wouldn’t be anything without me” but Saul loved his office and his fame. He loved his position more than he loved God and it got the best of him.  He started to worry about losing his throne, he worried so much that he developed a bad spirit and he could not stop himself spiralling down the path of destruction.
Friends, if you fall in this category of people, I want to remind you today of God’s promises:

Psalms 34: 4 “I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from my fears.” 

I John 4: 18 “Perfect love casteth out all fear.” 

2 Timothy 1: 7 “For God has given us a spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
In conclusion friend, I want to say to you today, make Christ your first love!  We need total dedication today in Gods army like we never have before.  We must be totally committed to the things of God!  We must put our whole heart into serving the Lord!  We need to resolve every issue that would rise up against us in our service for the Lord.  God demands a disciplined army. A people who’ll put him first.  We must love the Lord God with all our soul, and all our heart, and mind, and with all our strength!  If we’ll do this, all the other stuff will fall into place.  Our only love should be to please the Lord Jesus & hear Him say, “Well done thou good and faithful servant you’ve been faithful over few things – now I’ll make you ruler over many things.”




[image: image1.png]



